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Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions.)  Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions.) 

COMMERCIAL/Specialty Store  COMMERCIAL/Specialty Store 

COMMERCIAL/Restaurant  COMMERCIAL/Restaurant 

RECREATION & CULTURE/Theater  DOMESTIC/Multiple Dwelling 

DOMESTIC/Multiple Dwelling  VACANT/NOT IN USE 

RELIGION/Religious Facility  GOVERNMENT/Post Office 

GOVERNMENT/Fire Station  RECREATION & CULTURE/Theater 

GOVERNMENT/Post Office    

SOCIAL/Meeting Hall   
 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions.) 

LATE 19th AND EARLY 20th CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Commercial Style 

LATE 19th AND 20th CENTURY REVIVALS: Classical Revival 

LATE 19th AND 20th CENTURY REVIVALS: Colonial Revival  

MODERN MOVEMENT: Moderne 

LATE VICTORIAN: Queen Anne 

Materials (enter categories from instructions.) 

Principal exterior materials of the property:  Brick 

5.  Classification 

 Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)  Category of Property (Check only one box) 

 [x] Private  []  Building(s) 

 [x] Public-local  [x] District  

 []  Public-state  []  Site 

 [x] Public-federal  []  Structure 

  []  Object 

Number of Resources within Property (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

 Contributing  Noncontributing  

 41  27 Buildings 

    Sites 

   4 Structures 

    Objects 

 41  31 Total  

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 1 
 

6. Function or Use 
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Description 
 

Summary Paragraph (Briefly describe the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, method of 

construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity.) 

 

The Benson Commercial Historic District is centered at Maple Street and Military Avenue approximately 

four miles northwest of downtown Omaha, Douglas County, Nebraska (Figures 1 & 2). The district 

includes seventy-three resources, including forty-one contributing buildings, one previously listed 

building, twenty-seven non-contributing buildings, and four non-contributing structures. The buildings 

range in construction dates between circa 1890 and circa 1954 and represent modest architectural styles 

popular at the turn of the century from Queen Anne to Commercial Style and early twentieth century 

styles such as Moderne. Mid-century alterations are common throughout the district and typically include 

replacement storefronts or sheathing. The district represents a typical commercial cluster found at a 

terminal point of the Omaha streetcar system between 1869 and 1955. The Benson Commercial Historic 

District is associated with the streetcar network of Omaha from between 1887 and 1948; however, 

commercial development within the district continued for the next few years until the Radial Highway 

opened in 1957. The highway routed traffic away from the commercial core of Benson, and although 

alterations occurred to the district, the opening of the highway signaled the full transition from streetcar 

era to automobile era had come to Benson. The buildings maintain their pedestrian orientation with no 

setbacks and range between one and two stories in height. The Benson Commercial Historic District 

retains integrity and meets the registration requirements of an End-of-Line Commercial Cluster subtype 

of the Streetcar-era Commercial District property type documented in the ñStreetcar-Era Commercial 

Development in Omahaò cover document.1 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 

contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable.) 

 

Setting 

Northwest of downtown, the Benson Commercial Historic District sits within a predominantly residential 

neighborhood of Omaha, dating to the turn-of-the-century (Figures 1 and 2). The commercial cluster is 

centered primarily on Maple Street and extends from North 59th Street to North 63rd Street. Binney Street 

and an alley on the south side of Maple Street form the north and south boundaries, respectively. The 

district boundaries encompass the core extant commercial development that occurred in Benson during its 

association with the streetcar era (1887-1948), as well as alterations that occurred between 1948 and 1957 

that continue to communicate the commercial significance of the district until Radial Highway opened. 

Military Avenue intersects with Maple Street between North 61st and North 62nd streets and continues 

northwest before joining with North 63rd Street and Radial Highway. Radial Highway approaches the 

district from the east, generally following the path of Military Avenue from Fontenelle Boulevard to North 

58th Street where it turns northwest; Maple Street (formerly Military Avenue) continues west at this 

                                                                    
1 Emily Lenhausen & Amanda Loughlin, ñStreetcar-era Commercial Development in Omaha, Nebraska (1868-1960),ò 

National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Documentation Form (May 2020): F36-F40. 
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intersection and forms the organizing corridor of the historic district. The highway visually and physically 

separates the commercial core of Benson from the surrounding neighborhoods to the north (Figure 2). 

 

Both Maple Street and Military Avenue are two-way with a single lane in either direction. A center lane 

on Maple Street facilitates turning for the length of the district. The numbered streets run north-south and 

follow a lane arrangement like Maple Street. Binney Street runs east-west and is two-way with a single 

lane in each direction. On-street parking occurs throughout the district. Wide concrete sidewalks line the 

public sides of the buildings. East-west alleys run behind the properties on the south and north sides of 

Maple Street. Landscaping in the district is minimal and consists of street trees, small planting beds, and 

infrequent areas of grassy lawn. Several paved surface parking areas are interspersed throughout the 

district.  

 

Overall District Characteristics 

The commercial cluster exhibits characteristics common to streetcar era historic districts. Extant buildings 

within this cluster are one- to two-story brick buildings built prior to 1948 with some contributing 

buildings exhibiting façade alterations that occurred between the end of the streetcar era in Benson (1948) 

and the opening of Radial Highway to the north (1957). The cluster occupies several blocks that saw 

streetcar activity between 1887 and 1948, and the majority of functions within the individual resources 

were commercial in nature from specialty stores to restaurants to groceries to entertainment. While most 

resources are commercial in nature, two civic structures, a post office and former city hall, a medical 

center, and a church are located within the district. Buildings along Maple Street typically abut each other 

and share a zero-setbacks, which allow their main entrances to open directly onto the sidewalks. However, 

exemptions to this pattern include a filling station at 6023 Maple Street and the Benson Medical Center at 

6220 Maple Street; both feature deep setbacks to accommodate auto use and formal landscaping, 

respectively. The street has a right-of-way wide enough to allow for streetcar service and non-streetcar 

traffic to use Maple Street simultaneously. Parking, where necessary, occupies on-street spots in front of 

the buildings rather than in dedicated parking lots.2 

 

Individual Resources 

The following resources are within the boundaries of the historic district. Construction dates were 

provided through consultation with previous survey databases from SHPO, historic photographs, and 

existing National Register nominations. Additionally, available city directories, Baist and Sanborn maps, 

stylistic references, and building forms, helped further distinguish approximate construction dates. To be 

considered contributing to the district, the resource had to be within the nominated boundary and retain 

historic integrity sufficient for communicating the historic associations. Buildings with a majority of non-

historic alterations are counted as non-contributing. These types of alterations include: application of 

secondary siding over more than 60 percent of the primary façade; downsizing or infilling most historic 

                                                                    
2 Lenhausen & Loughlin, ñStreetcar-era Commercial Development in Omaha,ò F-37. 
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masonry openings; construction of incompatible or overwhelming additions; and substantial 

reconstructions after the period of significance. Contributing buildings retain the majority of their historic 

facades; where they exist, replacement windows match documented historic units or are compatible 

designs; storefront alterations are compatible designs and are majority glass. Alterations that were 

documented to have occurred between 1948 and 1957 were considered historic where the building 

remained able to continue to communicate its commercial associations. Parking lots were included in the 

resource count when they were substantial in size and/or replaced historic buildings. 

 

5900 Block of Maple Street (formerly Military Avenue) ï North Side  

During the period of significance, Maple Street was known as Military Avenue in this block.3 

Photo numbers refer to the photographs accompanying this nomination and mapped in Figure 11. 

 

1.  5908 Maple Street 

Safeway Grocery 

Contributing Building  

DO09:0448-017 

Photo: 1 

Legal Description: Glenn Park, Block 2, Lots 13-16 

Date of Construction: ca. 19454 

Building Description: This one-story, mid-century, 

concrete block building has a flat roof and rectangular 

plan. The building faces south and has an associated 

paved parking lot to the east.5 A small square concrete 

block loading dock projects from the north end of the east elevation; this dock is shorter than the main 

building. Two bays organize the south elevation. The east bay recedes slightly from the main elevation 

wall plane and contains a five-part anodized aluminum storefront. The westernmost part contains the 

primary entrance. An anodized aluminum door with glazing fills the entrance. The remaining parts are 

fixed display windows atop a concrete bulkhead. A corrugated metal sheath spans the bay above the 

storefront system. The west bay contains a ganged set of three aluminum windows with horizontal 

muntins, operable center awning sashes, and operable hopper sash at the bottom. Five bays organize the 

east elevation; concrete block pilasters define the bays. The south bay mimics the east bay of the south 

elevation. The second bay lacks fenestration; the center bay contains a twenty-four-light window; a pair 

of aluminum doors pierce the fourth bay, and the addition extends from the final bay. 

Integrity: This building retains integrity to be a contributing building to the district. Most historic 

materials remain, and its historic form and plan are intact. 

  

                                                                    
3 The stretch of Maple Street to the east of Military Avenue was formerly known as Military Avenue. The name change 

occurred at an unknown date after the period of significance. 

4 Built between 1940 & 1945, according to city directories from those years; it is listed in the 1945 CD as Safeway Stores 

Grocery. 

5 Historic maps and aerials show this lot historically vacant. 
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2.  5910 Maple Street 

Benson Buffet 

Contributing Building  

DO09:0448-018 

Photos: 1, 3 

Legal Description: Glenn Park, Block 2, Lot 17 & E 

0.75ft of Lot 18  

Date of Construction: ca. 19406 

Building Description: This one-story, one-part 

commercial block faces south. The building has a flat 

roof, brick cladding, and rectangular plan. Two bays 

organize the primary elevation. The prominent east bay 

contains a five-part wood storefront system. Display 

windows atop brick bulkheads flank the recessed 

entrance that contains a historic wood door with glazing; wide mullions separate the display windows. 

Wood shingle covers the transom level above the bay. A secondary entrance defines the west bay and 

contains a non-historic hollow wood door with historic fixed transom. A brick panel outlined in header 

brick spans the upper elevation above the bays. 

Integrity: This building retains integrity to be a contributing building to the district. The alterations to 

the east storefront do not inhibit the buildingôs ability to communicate its historic associations. 

3. 5912 Maple Street 

 

Non-Contributing  Building 

DO09:0448-019 

Photos: 1, 3 

Legal Description: Glenn Park Addition Replat 1, Lot 1 

Date of Construction: ca. 1912; alt. post-19627  

Building Description: This two-story, two-part commercial 

block faces south. The brick building has a flat roof and 

rectangular plan. Photographs and Sanborn maps note the upper 

story was historically recessed and at least through 1962. Today, 

the upper façade is flush with the first story, and a drastic color 

change of the brick indicates the separation between the 1912 

and post-1962 facades. A five-part aluminum storefront system 

is centered on the first story. Large, fixed display windows on 

buff brick bulkheads flank a central entrance that contains a 

historic door with glazing. Non-historic synthetic sheathing 

covers the transom level that may still contain historic prismatic 

glass. Brick pilasters with contrasting bases and capitals flank the storefront system and terminate at the 

                                                                    
6 Built between 1935 & 1940, according to city directories from those years; it is listed in the 1940 CD as the Benson Buffet. 

7 This building is not on the 1910 Baist map (Figure 3); it first appears on the 1918 Sanborn map (Figure 4). A photograph in 

the Douglas County Historical Societyôs Benson Historical Collection (2006.007.187) notes other buildings on this block 

date to 1912. The 1918 city directory lists this address as vacant; a grocer and meat seller were here in 1925. 
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transom level. A brick panel outlined in header brick separates the first and second stories. The second 

story is clad in orange brick and has two bays. Each bay contains three one-over-one wood windows 

with wide mullions and continuous brick sills. A brick panel outlined in header brick tops the bays. A 

small, square concrete medallion is centered in the top of the panel border.  

Integrity: The first story of this building retains integrity from within the period of significance. 

Although the storefront dates to after the buildingôs initial construction, it dates to the historic period. 

The upper story alteration occurred at an unknown date after 1962, changing the historic character of 

the building. Because of this substantial alteration, the building has lost its design and material integrity 

and is considered a non-contributing resource to the district. 

4.  5914 Maple Street Contributing Building  

DO09:0446-016 

Photos: 1, 3 

Legal Description: Glenn Park Addition Replat 1, 

Block 0, Lot 2  

Date of Construction: ca. 1912; alt. ca. 19258  

Building Description: This two-story, two-part 

commercial block faces south. A flat roof covers the 

rectangular brick building. A historic five-part wood 

storefront system is centered on the first story. Large, 

fixed display windows on buff brick bulkheads flank a 

central recessed entrance that contains a non-historic wood door. A circa 1912 prismatic glass transom 

spans the storefront. Brick pilasters with contrasting stone bases and capitals flank the storefront system 

and terminate at transom level. A brick panel outlined in header brick separates the first and second 

stories. Two bays organize the second story. Each bay contains two one-over-one windows with wide 

mullions and continuous brick sills. Aluminum storm windows cover the window sashes. A corbelled 

brick cornice spans the elevation. A change in brick color in the top half of the cornice continues to the 

roofline and indicates the brick may be replacement. 

Integrity: This building retains integrity to be a contributing building to the district. Most historic 

material remains, and the building retains its historic character and appearance. 

  

                                                                    
8 This building is not on the 1910 Baist map; it first appears on the 1918 Sanborn map as a one-story building. A photograph 

in the Douglas County Historical Societyôs Benson Historical Collection (2006.007.187) notes other buildings on this block 

date to 1912. The 1918 city directory lists this address as vacant; by 1925, 5914 a barber and paint store, and two men are 

listed at 5914½, likely indicating the second story in place by that time. The second story is in place in mid-century 

photographs in the Benson Historical Collection (2006.007.188 & 2006.007.193) and the 1962 Sanborn. 
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5.  5916-5918 Maple Street 

E.H. Olson Building 

Contributing Building  

DO09:0448-015 

Photos: 1, 3 

Legal Description: This building today is two separate 

parcels. Glenn Park, Block 2, Lot 20 (5916) & Lot 21 

(5918) 

Date of Construction: 1912; ca. 1918 combined 

Building Description: Although 5916 and 5918 Maple 

Street were possibly constructed as independent 

buildings in 1912, Sanborn maps indicate they were 

combined by 1918 and continue to function as a single 

building through the period of significance. The east block (5916) rises one story while the west block 

(5918) rises two stories. Brick cladding and decorative elements unify the blocks. Five bays organize 

the first story and brick pilasters with contrasting bases and capitals divide the bays. A historic two-part 

fi xed display window system on a tiled bulwark defines the first bay. The center-three bays recede, and 

the outer two entrances are canted slightly to face the street at an angle. A four-part, non-historic 

aluminum display window system atop a brick bulwark defines the remaining bay. All five bays retain 

historic prismatic glass transoms. Three brick panels with header brick borders span the elevation above 

the bays. In the west block, three non-historic one-over-one windows in historic segmental arch masonry 

openings pierce the second story. A small stone reading ñ19 E.H. OLSON 12ò is centered above the 

windows. A band of corbelled brick accents the elevation above the date/name stone. A similar band of 

corbelled brick spans the east block. 

Integrity: The E.H. Olson Building retains integrity to be a contributing building to the district. Most 

historic material remains, and the building retains its historic character and appearance. 

6.  5920 Maple Street 

 

Contributing Building  

DO09:0448-020 

Photos: 1, 3 

Legal Description: Glenn Park, Block 2, Lot 22 

(shares a parcel with 5922) 

Date of Construction: 19129 

Building Description: This one-story, one-part 

commercial block that faces south. A flat roof covers 

the rectangular building. The brick south elevation 

surrounds a mid-century aluminum storefront that fills 

the 1912 masonry opening. The six-part storefront has 

                                                                    
9 This building is not on the 1910 Baist map; it first appears on the 1918 Sanborn map. A photograph in the Douglas County 

Historical Societyôs Benson Historical Collection (2006.007.187) notes the date of construction. In 1918, CC Beavers 
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a single pedestrian door at its west end. The east five display windows sit atop a narrow bulkhead, and 

each has a single horizontal aluminum muntin. A narrow transom, covered on the interior, spans the 

entire storefront system. A single contrasting brick rectangle ornaments the upper façade. Between 1951 

and 1962, this building and 5922 functioned as a single store but maintained separate entrances. 

Integrity: The A.B. Prior Building retains integrity to be a contributing building to the district. The 

storefront represents a common update to commercial buildings, and it fits within the existing masonry 

opening. The commercial associations of this building continue to be communicated. 

7. Maple Street 

A.B. Prior Building  

Contributing Building  

DO09:0448-021 

Photos: 1, 3 

Legal Description: Glenn Park, Block 2, Lot 23 

(shares a parcel with 5920 Maple, the parcel address) 

Date of Construction:  1912; combined ca. 195510 

Building Description: The A.B. Prior Building is a 

one-story, one-part commercial block at the northeast 

corner of Maple and North 60th streets. A flat roof 

covers the rectangular building. The brick south 

elevation surrounds a mid-century aluminum 

storefront that fills the 1912 masonry opening. The 

six-part storefront has a centered single pedestrian door. The display windows sit atop a short brick 

bulkhead, and each of the three east windows has a single horizontal aluminum muntin. The west 

windows do not have horizontal muntins. The transom level is covered. A single contrasting brick 

rectangle ornaments the upper façade. Four bays organize the west façade. Brick piers separate the south 

three bays; the piers rise above the stepped parapet. The treatment of the south bay matches the south 

façade, and the north threes bays do not have any openings. The north bay is concrete block, added at 

an unknown date after 1962, according to the Sanborn from that year. Between 1951 and 1962, this 

building and 5920 functioned as a single store but maintained separate entrances. 

Integrity: The A.B. prior Building retains integrity to be a contributing building to the district. The 

storefront represents a common update to commercial buildings, and it fits within the existing masonry 

opening. The commercial associations of this building continue to be communicated. 

 

  

                                                                    
General Merchandise was here. The 1951 city directory lists two separate businesses at 5920 & 5922; the 1962 Sanborn 

shows the two functioning as a single furniture store with a single opening between the two buildings. 

10 This building is not on the 1910 Baist map; it first appears on the 1918 Sanborn map (Figure 4). A photograph in the 

Douglas County Historical Societyôs Benson Historical Collection (2006.007.187) notes the name and date of construction. 

The 1951 city directory lists two separate businesses at 5920 & 5922; the 1962 Sanborn shows the two functioning as a single 

furniture store with a single opening between the two buildings. 
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5900 Block of Maple Street (formerly Military Avenue)  ï South Side  

 

8.  5901-5905 Maple Street 

Masonic Temple 

Contributing Building  

DO09:0446-002 

Photo: 2 

Legal Description: Rose Hill, Block 16, Lot 8, 

excluding right-of-way (parcel address is 5901).11 

Date of Construction:  192612  

Building Description: The Masonic Temple faces north. 

The three-story, brick Classical Revival building has a 

flat roof and rectangular plan. An irregular brick parapet 

lines the roof. Three bays organize the first story. 

Historic five-part storefronts flank the center bay. The 

center part of each storefront is recessed and contains a pedestrian door with glazing. A five-part wood 

transom spans each storefront. The buildingôs primary entrance defines the center first story bay; this 

bay recedes to form a shallow concrete porch. A terra cotta entablature rests on Tuscan and square 

columns and emphasizes the entrance. The words ñMasonic Templeò are inscribed on the entablature. 

A terra cotta stringcourse separates the first and second stories on either side of the entablature. A two-

story, recessed, rounded arch brick panel is located directly above the center bay and contains a metal 

and neon Masonic Temple sign. A terra cotta border accents the panel. Terra cotta urns in small brick 

alcoves flank the bottom of the panel while two terra cotta medallions with Masonic symbols flank the 

top. Historic one-over-one wood windows pierce the second and third stories on either side of the central 

panel. The second story windows are four-ganged and possess continuous terra cotta sills and soldier 

brick lintels with terra cotta square accents. At the third story, three closely spaced windows retain 

separate terra cotta sills and lintels. A simple terra cotta cornice spans the north façade and terminates 

at the elevation margins. A section of terra cotta balustrade is centered within the primary elevation 

parapet.  

Integrity: The Masonic Temple retains integrity to be a contributing building to the district. The building 

remains in its original location, and the immediate surroundings remain intact. Most historic materials 

are present, and the character-defining Classical Revival ornamentation remains. 

  

                                                                    
11 The parcel includes lots six through eight with the building occupying lot eight and a parking area to the east. The east 

boundary of the district aligns with the east wall of this building and excludes the parking lot. 

12 The cornerstone reads 5926 in the Masonic calendar year, which translates to 1926. 
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9.  5907 Maple Street 

Sip and Bite Restaurant 

Non-Contributing Building  

DO09:0446-147 

Photo: 2  

Legal Description: Rose Hill, Block 16, E½ Lot 9 

Date of Construction: ca. 193013 

Building Description: This one-story commercial block 

faces north. A deck-on-hip roof covers the narrow 

rectangular building. Non-historic stucco clads the 

exterior. Two bays pierce the primary elevation. The east 

bay contains a non-historic fixed display window while 

a single pedestrian door defines the west bay. The west 

elevation lacks fenestration; two former window bays on the west elevation have been infilled. Assessor 

and Google Streetview images indicate this occurred between April 2015 and August 2015.  

Integrity: This building is non-contributing due to the lack of material integrity. Non-historic materials 

significantly alter the buildingôs appearance and obscure the historic character of the resource. 

10.  5909-5911 Maple Street  Non-Contributing Structure  

 

Legal Description: Rose Hill, Block 16, W½ Lot 9 

(5909) and E 32ft Lot 10 (part of parcel addressed 5913) 

Date of Construction: Unknown14  

Description: This asphalt surface parking lot occupies 

parts of two separate parcels. It is rectangular in plan and 

contains roughly twenty-five spaces. The date of paving 

is unknown.  

Integrity: This parking lot does not possess associations 

with the context for which this district is significant and 

is therefore non-contributing. 

 
 
 
 
 
  

                                                                    
13 Built between 1925 & 1931, according to city directories from those years; it is listed in the 1931 CD as the Sip and Bite 

Restaurant. 

14 The 1918 Sanborn shows a vacant one-story wooden structure, set back from Maple Avenue and aligned with the west 

property line of Lot 9; the east half of Lot 10 is open. Both the west half of Lot 9 and the east half of Lot 10 are vacant in the 

1962 Sanborn. The earliest aerial image of Benson, 1952, shows this lot used as parking. 
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11.  5913 Maple Street 

Benson Furnace & Sheet Metal Works 

Contributing Building  

DO09:0446-145 

Legal Description: Rose Hill, Block 16, W 18ft of Lot 

10 (shares a parcel with 5911)  

Date of Construction: ca. 193615  

Building Description: This rectangular two-story, two-

part commercial block faces north. The rear (south) 

quarter of the building is one story tall. A flat roof 

covers the concrete block building with brick face. Two 

bays organize the first story of the primary façade. An 

entrance defines the east bay and contains a non-historic 

aluminum door with glazing and a fixed transom. A 

soldier brick lintel tops the window. The west bay 

contains a non-historic three-part aluminum storefront. 

Two display windows flank a central entrance above 

brick kneewalls. A fixed transom tops the entrance, and a soldier brick lintel spans the masonry opening. 

A brick panel with header brick border separates the first and second stories. Two bays pierce the second 

story. Each bay contains a pair of non-historic one-over-one windows with brick sills and lintels. A 

second brick panel with header brick border spans the façade above these windows. The concrete block 

east elevation has a parapet wall the steps down to the south. Three masonry openings pierce the south 

end of the two-story portion of the building; the south opening has one window while the other two 

have two. A metal slab door pierces the first story wall below the second storyôs center window. Two 

windows pierce the wall of the first-story portion of the building. 

Integrity: This building retains integrity to be a contributing building to the district. Although the east 

entrance, storefront, and second-story windows are alterations, they fill the historic masonry openings 

and do not obscure the historic character of the building. 

  

                                                                    
15 This date is from a previous survey. According to city directories, this building dates to between 1935 & 1940 when it is 

listed as the Benson Furnace & Sheet Metal Works. 
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12.  5915 Maple Street 

Williams Brothers Autos 

Non-Contributing Building  

DO09:0446-146 

Legal Description: Rose Hill, Blk 16, E 40ft of Lot 11 

Date of Construction: ca. 191516 

Building Description: This one-story one-part 

commercial block has a flat roof and rectangular plan; 

the building faces north. Non-historic pressed wood 

cladding obscures the historic brick masonry surface. 

Seven asymmetrical bays pierce the primary elevation. 

Entrances define the first (east) and fifth bays and 

contain non-historic doors with glazing. The first bay recedes slightly from the main elevation plane 

and the adjacent wall is angled to meet the main elevation plane. Non-historic fixed windows define the 

remaining bays. A low parapet with shallow crenellations spans the primary elevation. The visible west 

elevation contains no openings. 

Integrity: This building is a non-contributing building to the district. Significant material alterations 

obscure the historic character and appearance of the building, as well as its associations with context 

for which this district is significant. 

13.  5919 Maple Street Non-Contributing Building  

DO09:0446-148 

Legal Description: Rose Hill Lot 12 Block 16 W 10 Ft 

Lt 11 & E 25 Ft 

Date of Construction: ca. 196017  

Building Description: This one-story building faces 

north. The concrete block building formerly extended 

north to align with the 5915, as seen in the 1962 Sanborn. 

The front twenty feet was removed at an unknown date. 

A hipped roof covers the rectangular building. Four bays 

organize the brick and wood primary elevation. Fixed, 

non-historic, undersized vinyl windows define the east-two bays. The center bay contains a non-historic 

pedestrian entrance door and sidelight. A vehicular entrance defines the fourth bay and contains a non-

historic garage door.  

Integrity: This building is a non-contributing resource to the district. It was constructed several years 

after the end of streetcar service in Benson and does not possess associations with the context for which 

this district is significant. Furthermore, the building has been significantly altered through the removal 

of the front section of the building. 

                                                                    
16 The 1910 Baist map does not show a building at this location. First appears on the 1918 Sanborn as a garage, and the 1918 

CD lists both the Williams Brothers Autos and Williams & Culver Plumbers at this address.  

17 No listings for this address up through the 1951 city directory; first appears on the 1962 Sanborn. 
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2800 Block of North 60th Street ï East Side  

 

14.  2817-2821 North 60th Street Contributing Building  

DO09:0446-016 

Legal Description: Rose Hill, Block 16, N 74ft and W 

half of Lot 12 and the N 74ft Lot 13, excl. right-of-way 

(parcel address is 2817) 

Date of Construction: ca. 191918  

Building Description: This apartment building sits at the 

southeast corner of Maple and North 60th Street. 

Although the primary elevation faces west, the north 

elevation generally aligns with the setback of Maple 

Street. A narrow driveway separates this building from 

5919 Maple Street to the east. The two-story fourplex has 

a rectangular plan, brick cladding, and hipped roof with wide eaves. The primary entrance is centered 

on the west elevation. A concrete porch flanked by low brick walls accesses two doors, both historic 

wood with non-historic aluminum storm doors. Two sets of historic paired one-over-one wood windows 

flank the entrance and correspond to the first-floor units. Four bays containing paired historic one-over-

one wood windows pierce the second story. Similar historic windows remain extant at all elevations.  

Integrity: This historic fourplex retains integrity to be a contributing building to the district. 

15.  00 North 60th Street Non-Contributing Structure 

 

Legal Description: Rose Hill, Block 16, S 56ft and West 

half of Lot 12 and the S 56ft of Lot 13 

Date of Construction: Unknown (post-1962) 

Description: This paved parking area to the south of the 

brick fourplex at 2817 replaced a one-and-a-half story 

dwelling at some point after 1962, according to the 

Sanborn from that year. Today the asphalt surface lot is 

unmarked.  

Integrity: This parking area is a non-contributing 

structure due to its lack of historic associations with the district. 
 

  

                                                                    
18 This building is not on the 1918 Sanborn map nor are the addresses listed in the city directory from that year; the addresses 

first appear in the 1920 city directory. 
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6000 Block of Maple Street (formerly Military Avenue) ï North Side 

 

16a. 6000 Maple Street Non-Contributing Structure  

 

Legal Description: Benson, Block 8, Lot 24 (part of 

parcel addressed 6008) 

Date of Construction: circa 1995 

Description: Lot 24, at the northwest corner of Maple 

and North 60th streets, formerly contained a narrow 

rectangular filling station, which according to aerial 

images, was demolished for the between 1993 and 1999. 

Today lot 24 houses two concrete parking lots; the north 

lot contains five spaces, and the south lot contains ten 

spaces. A grassy berm with trees separates the two lots, 

and a grassy landscape area separates the south lot from Maple. A circular sitting area with brick pavers 

and historical marker sits at the southeast corner of the lot. 

Integrity: The parking lot is non-contributing to the district. It was constructed after the period of 

significance and does not possess associations with the context for which the district it significant. 

16. 6008 Maple Street 

Benson Fire Barn/Benson Community Center 

Contributing Building  

DO09:0559-008 

Photo: 4 

Legal Description: Benson, Block 8, Lots 22 & 23 

Date of Construction: 1917; ca. 194019 

Building Description: This tan brick building includes a 

two-story main block built in 1917 as a fire station and a 

one-story addition to the north and northwest built in 

circa 1940. The building sits back approximately ten feet 

from the adjacent commercial buildings and straddles 

lots 22 and 23. The L-shaped gymnasium addition covers the entire first story of the north elevation. 

This addition today has EIFS cladding all but the south elevation which retains its brick cladding. It 

extends west to the west line of lot 22, wrapping approximately fourteen feet of the northwest corner; 

the addition extends approximately fourteen feet east of the east side of the building without wrapping 

the corner.  

The 1917 building is two-stories tall with a rectangular footprint and a flat roof behind a shaped parapet. 

Stylistically, the building has restrained Classical Revival details including a heavy stone cornice with 

brick dentils, a stone beltcourse between the two stories, and faux quoining at the first story. Four bays 

                                                                    
19 The cornerstone reads 1915, the year it was laid; however, debates over the annexation of Benson stalled completion of the 

building until 1917. The exact date of the addition is so far unknown; architectural styling indicates a possible date of around 

1940, and it was in place by 1952, the earliest aerial image available. 
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organize the first story of the south (primary) façade, and brick, quoined pilasters separate each bay. 

The west two and the easternmost bay formerly contained bifold garage doors for firetruck bays. The 

second bay from the east was and remains a single pedestrian entrance into the building; a divided lite 

transom surmounts a non-historic door. Brick fills the remaining bays today. No openings pierce the 

westernmost bay; a pair of doors pierce the center of the next bay. A ganged set of three non-historic 

windows pierce the center of the easternmost bay. A cornerstone is located at the southeast corner of 

the building. A quoined brick column with decorative concrete finial supports an angled marquee that 

covers the center two bays. Three bays organize the upper façade above the stone beltcourse. The east 

and west bays contain three ganged windows. The center bay contains three windows separated by brick 

panels but connected by a stone sill. While the windows are replacements, they fill historic openings 

and mimic the design of the historic windows. Decorative brick panels with central stone medallion sit 

below each bay, and decorative metal sconces flank the center panel. The cornice and parapet span the 

faade above the windows; an engraved stone panel centered in the shaped parapet reads ñCity of 

Benson.ò  

The east elevation faces North 60th Street. The beltcourse and cornice continue across this façade. Four 

masonry openings pierce each story. Paired windows fill the first (south) and third bays of the first story 

while a single window fills the other two historic openings. Similarly, at the second story, paired 

windows fill all openings except the second bay from the south; this bay contains two single windows 

separated by a brick mullion. The north bay has been modified to contain a metal slab door to access a 

fire escape. A brick chimney separates the north two bays. The west elevation is similar to the east with 

beltcourse and cornice and windows at each story. 

The main entrance into gymnasium addition is through a centered door in its south elevation on the west 

side of the main building. A decorative brick portico covers the entrance with non-historic door. Two 

small windows with stone sills flank the entrance. Vertical slots adorn the top of the south wall, and a 

stone coping covers the parapet walls; the roof is flat. 

Integrity: The Benson Community Center retains sufficient integrity to be a contributor to the district. 

Alterations to the building mainly include the infill of former garage bays at an unknown date, but the 

bays are still discernible. The replacement windows throughout the building fill historic masonry 

openings. The applied EIFS to the historic addition detracts from the historic integrity of the building, 

but the retention of the brick on the additionôs primary façade and the retention of brick on the 1917 

building outweigh the application of this non-historic material. 
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17. 6014 Maple Street 

Uldin  Plumbing Building 

Non-Contributing Building  

DO09:0559-022 

Photo: 4 

Legal Description: Benson, Block 8, Lot 21 (east half of 

lot; parcel addressed 6016) 

Date of Construction: ca. 192220 

Building Description: This simple brick two-story two 

part commercial block has boxy massing and a 

rectangular footprint. A flat roof covers the building 

behind a parapet. Ornamentation is limited to simple 

corbelled brick at the cornice and brick lintels at masonry 

openings. Two bays organize the first story. An entrance 

defines the first bay and contains a non-historic hollow core door with fixed security glass transom. 

Non-historic corrugated metal sheeting fills the historic storefront bay; it is currently unknown if a 

storefront exists behind the covering. A continuous band of soldier brick extends across the facade 

above both bays. Two bays pierce the second story. The west bay contains a single one-over-one non-

historic window while the east bay contains a set of three one-over-one non-historic windows with wide 

mullions. Both window bays possess concrete sills and soldier brick lintels. The east façade faces the 

former fire station. One window pierces the first story while the second story possesses four window 

openings each of unequal size. Each masonry opening has brick sills. Painted advertising signage adorns 

the south end of the first story. 

Integrity: This building is considered non-contributing to the historic district due to the lack of storefront 

or evidence of one. Should a historic or compatible storefront be documented, this buildingôs 

contributing status should be reevaluated because it otherwise retains a high degree of integrity. 

  

                                                                    
20 This building is not on the 1918 Sanborn map nor is the address listed in the city directory from that year or 1920; the 

address first appears in the 1925 city directory with David Uldin plumber; he remained here through at least 1945. 
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